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Don’t Miss The Spring 2018 Swap Meet!
To be held at the Associated Builders & Contractors Building (Inside)
1604 Elm Hill Pike, Nashville, Tn

Saturday April 21

Set up at 6:00 am. Doors open at 7:00 to public.
End time: Noon.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Due to time restrictions imposed by
our meeting-place management, we are still starting One Hour
Earlier than we typically have. (6 a.m.- Doors open for set-up).
We will also abbreviate the Radio Contest to 2 categories (see
below for more details). We will still hold an auction before we
shut down and expect to have the meet wrapped up by noon. We
apologize for any inconvenience that may cause. We are seeking
potential alternative meeting locations. Should you know of a
good, central location to Nashville, please speak to Larry, Bob, or
Kelton. Thank you!

Seller fee: $15.00 per table space. Tables are first come, first served.

FREE ADMISSION TO LOOK, BROWSE OR BUY!
Contest Categories:
		

1. “Portable” Radio - If it has a handle, it’s portable!
2. “Open” Category - Anything radio or phonograph related. Anything goes!

For more info, contact Larry Chambers: 615-355-2005 or Kelton Trammell: 615-962-4310
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Fall 2017 Meet Contest Results…
Our 2017 Fall Swap Meet Contest was exciting with many great entries.
Thanks to everyone who brought something from their personal collections to show and share!

Category 1: Pre-1930
1st - Bill Settle
2nd - Bob Callis
3rd - Bob Schmitt

Category 2: Open
1st - Richard Harris
2nd - Charles Schimberg
3rd - Bill Settle

Best In Show: Richard Harris

President’s Award: Bill Settle

SHORT WAVES FROM ABOVE
Stratosphere Broadcast Plans Discussed

By 0. B. Hanson Manager of Technical Operations and Engineering, National Broadcasting Company
From Radio World, June 1933

The balloon proposed to the flight of
stratosphere the Piccard above
Chicago about July 1st will carry the
microphone to an altitude never before
achieved and will offer an opportunity
to the NBC engineering staff to demonstrate again their ability to bring the
unusual into the home of the listener. It
would seem but a simple problem to install a radio transmitter in the gondola
and transmit back to the ground, but it
is not so simple.
First, to obtain such altitudes the bal
loon must have a high gas capacity and
the gondola must be extremely light.
Many other things beside radio must be
carried. It is planned to carry two persons, a pilot and an observer, and also
to take a quantity of scientific apparatus
and make the usual observations required at high altitudes and particularly
study the behavior of the cosmic rays.
Special apparatus will be used to count
these rays and an attempt to rebroadcast the effect will be made.
Hundred-Pound Limit
Due to the rarity of air at such altitudes
as ten miles, the gondola must be air

tight and capable of retaining normal
atmospheric pressure within. Food
and water as well as the all important oxygen tanks to sustain life in
the stratosphere, must be carried. A
maximum of 100 pounds, therefore, is
all that can be permitted for the radio
transmitter and receiving apparatus and
their power supply.
These limitations force us to use the
high frequencies of the short wave
band. In this case a frequency on the
order of 17,300 kilocycles has been
selected to carry the voices from the
gondola. This will permit us to obtain
the maximum transmission with a minimum of weight. In fact, the transmitter
designed for this purpose weighs, with
its complete power supply and antenna,
but sixty pounds and will have all output of three watts.
A receiver must be provided in the
gondola to enable the observers to keep
in radio link from the earth to the gondola will be conducted on a frequency
of approximately 6,100 kilocycles or a
wavelength of 49 meters. The weight of
the receiving equipment will be approximately 40 pounds.

Inasmuch as the flight may have a
duration of as long as twenty-four
hours, arrangements must be made in
advance to clear the networks for spot
broadcasting from the balloon during
the flight. The three most important
periods during the flight will be the
take-off, the point of maximum altitude,
and the return to earth. The exact time
of these occurrences is probematical,
which will keep the engineering staff
constantly under tension awaiting these
high spots.
It must be understood that little
is known about the stratosphere or
about the direction or strength of the
winds at such altitudes, and it is quite
possible that as the balloon enters the
stratosphere it may be borne away from
Chicago in any direction by winds of
high velocity.
Selection Problem
It is thought that this radius will not
exceed a maximum of 300 miles within
the contemplated 24 hours from the
start. Herein lies a problem in the
selection of suitable receiving locations
so that one or more short wave pickups

will always be within range of the
balloon’s minute transmitter and in turn
each of these points must be connected
by wire to the NBC m
ain control
room in Chicago.
There is a possibility that the balloon,
upon its return, may alight in an isolated spot or possibly in one of the Great
Lakes and although that in itself may
not necessarily be fatal to the balloonists, it may put the radio equipment out
of commission.
Will Use Dirigible
In order to be prepared for emergencies such as the above, and to facilitate
following the course of the balloon, the
NBC plans to make use of a Goodyear
dirigible also equipped with a radio
of higher power, which can relay its
messages and offer it assistance upon
return to earth.
These are a few of the problems which
will face the engineers of the NBC in
attempting to bring the voices of the
“stratospherians” into American homes
from the highest altitude yet obtained
by man.

